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Gov. DeWine’s COVID-19 Press Conference
In today’s press conference, Gov. DeWine announced that Ohio now has 16,325 cases. There have been 753
COVID-19 related deaths. These numbers include both confirmed and probable cases as reported by ODH.
The governor announced the beginning of Ohio’s reopening plan. Read more in the article below.
If you want to help Ohio’s response to this pandemic, you can contact the state at
together@governor.ohio.gov.
A video of the governor’s April 27th press conference can be found here. The administration plans to hold press
conferences daily at 2 p.m. Press conferences can be viewed on www.ohiochannel.org.
Ohio’s Gradual Reopening Plan Schedule and How It Affects County Government
Today Gov. DeWine announced the beginning of Ohio’s gradual reopening plan. Certain business activities will
be able to resume on specified dates. The Stay-at-Home order will stay in place, though it will be modified to
accommodate the changes listed below. For gatherings, the order of no more than 10 people will remain. All
businesses will have to follow the industry guidelines outlined by the Ohio Department of Health and the

administration, whether they have remained open through the Stay-at-Home orders or not. The governor
strongly encouraged that all employees that are successfully working from home continue to do so.
The administration released this graphic to highlight five safe business practices that companies will be
expected to follow:

The announced schedule for reopening is:
May 1 – Healthcare Opening. All procedures that do not require an overnight stay in a hospital will be
allowed. Emergency surgeries have always been allowed and continue to be allowed. Dentists and
veterinarians will be able to resume work again. Some elective surgeries are still not allowed but the
administration will continue to evaluate the PPE supply and evaluate these surgeries.
May 4 – Manufacturing, Distribution, Construction and General Office Environments Opening.
Businesses within these categories will be able to open while following guidelines. Manufacturing industry
guidelines can be found here. General offices will also be allowed to open on May 4th and the guidelines can
be found here.
May 12 – Consumer, Retail & Services Opening. Businesses in these categories will be able to open while
following guidelines that can be found here. Employees must wear face masks when working and consumers
must wear masks when shopping and visiting stores.
So how does this affect county government?
Though county government never closed because the services you provide are essential, many of you have
altered work practices for your employees. For the purposes of reopening and which guidelines to follow, local
government falls into the “General Office Environments” category. The governor reiterated that all offices,
whether they were open and functioning or not during the previous Stay-at-Home orders, will be required to
follow the guidelines for employers. Additionally, the governor stressed that any employees that are
successfully working from home should continue to do so during this phase. The guidelines for General Office
Environments can be found here and are listed in the chart below:

With this new information, it is crucial that county commissioners, county executives, and county councils
convene other county officials to develop a countywide strategy for following the guidelines listed above as
Ohio reopens. We will continue to share sample plans with you. If your county has examples you would like to
share, please contact Policy Analyst Adam Schwiebert at aschwiebert@ccao.org.
Your communities may ask about closures that remain. The current list of continued closures can be found
here.
The governor emphasized the importance of testing and tracing as the state continues to reopen. The
administration plans to watch these changes for a few weeks and see how they impact the disease numbers.
During the questions and answer period, the governor said he considered a geographical approach to
reopening but ultimately felt that 113 health departments making 113 different decisions would be confusing for
Ohioans. Gov. DeWine, Lt. Gov. Husted, Dr. Acton, and the administration continue to talk to other industries
about reopening, including restaurants, bars, salons and gyms, but they do not feel Ohio is ready for that step
at this time.
Further reopening information can be found at https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/responsiblerestartohio.
BWC Dividends Amounts by County
The Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation (BWC) released a chart of BWC dividend amounts for each public
entity in Ohio, sorted by county. To view the chart, click here. The total amount is over $183M. The checks
should all be mailed this week. The dividend amounts are based upon 2018 workers’ compensation premium
paid, reduced by any adjustments such as a Group Retro refund, Early Pay discount or Safety Council rebate.
Updated County Unemployment Claim Numbers
To view updated county unemployment claim numbers, click here. Ohio initial total unemployment claims
totaled 109,369 during the week ending April 18, a decrease of 31 percent from the prior week. Total continued
claims from those receiving benefits for more than one week were 717,306, an increase of 15 percent from the
prior week. If you have questions, please contact CCAO Senior Policy Analyst Jon Honeck at
jhoneck@ccao.org.
CCAO/CORSA/CEBCO COVID-19 Weekly Briefing Call
CCAO, CORSA and CEBCO are hosting a weekly briefing call during the COVID-19 pandemic. The calls will
be on Thursdays at 3:30 p.m. The next call will be Thursday, April 30th at 3:30 p.m. The call-in information is:
Dial 1-877-273-4202
Access code 889-229-624
Our goal with these briefing calls is to provide our members with an informative and positive experience. In
order to better achieve this goal and due to the volume of callers, we have decided to change the format. We
ask that participants pose questions during the call by texting Rachel Massoud (CCAO policy analyst) at 513543-3723. Rachel will read the questions to our speaker(s) and state the name and title of the person who
posed the question. Participants will remain muted throughout the duration of the call. We hope this format will
reduce duplication, keep our calls focused and concise, and provide the best experience possible for our
participants.
Other Resources

ODJFS Director Hall Weekly Call Notes 4.27.2020
U.S. Department of Homeland Security Weekly COVID-19 Response Update 4.27.2020
FEMA Daily Briefing Points 4.27.2020
Editable #InThisTogetherOhio Logo
NACo COVID-19 webpage
Visit https://ccao.org/resources/coronavirus-updates/ for updates, FAQs and previous memos. Current
information from the Ohio Department of Health can be found at www.coronavirus.ohio.gov. If you have
questions regarding this memo or best practice suggestions relating to COVID-19, please contact Adam
Schwiebert, policy analyst, at aschwiebert@ccao.org, or Rachel Massoud, policy analyst, at
rmassoud@ccao.org.

