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January 13, 2025
Friday was the final CORSA Board of Directors meeting for Commissioners Teresa Bemiller

(Knox County), Dan Dean (Fayette County), and Diane Ward (Adams County). The trio

served a combined 21 years on the CORSA Board!

Thank you for your service to your counties and CORSA!
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Reminder: New Elected Official and New Staff Fraud Reporting
Training
 
The Auditor of State implemented a new training on fraud reporting last year. The training consists

of an 8-minute video that is available on demand on the Auditor of State’s website. All elected

officials must take the training within 30 days of taking office, and then once every four years

thereafter. County employees, and other public employees, must also take the training withing 30

days of their hire date and once every four years thereafter.

 

For new commissioners or council members who took office on January 2, 2025, the

deadline to complete the training is February 1, 2025.

 

For new commissioners or council members who took office on January 3, 2025, the

deadline to complete the training is February 2, 2025.

 

Elected officials are unable to delegate this training to another employee and must complete

the training themselves.

 

Each elected official or public employee will register, watch the video, and then receive a CPE

certificate of completion. Counties are responsible for collecting all certificates and retaining them

for audit. Completion of training will be part of each county’s audit for compliance. Counties may

have multiple elected officials and/or employees watch the video at one time in a shared room if

they choose to do so.

 

CCAO released a County Advisory Bulletin explaining the requirement. The Auditor of State

Bulletin 2024-005 details the training and fraud reporting requirements.

 

If you have questions, please contact the AOS’s Special Investigations Unit at (800) 282-0370 or

by using this form online.

Small County Affairs committee to meet on January 16,
LOCATION HAS CHANGED

The CCAO Small County Affairs Committee will meet on Thursday, January 16, at the Issac

Conference Room within the Serrick Campus Center located on the Defiance College campus

(701 N. Clinton St. Defiance, OH 43512). There is a parking lot next to the Serrick Campus Center

off Sessions Ave and North Clinton Street. A map of the campus is below.

The meeting will start at 11:30 a.m., with lunch provided at 11:45 a.m. We will have the room until

2:30 p.m. Please see the virtual link below if you are unable to attend in person.

During lunch, the committee will have a roundtable discussion regarding issues facing small

counties. After lunch, the committee will hear from Amy Elbaor from BroadbandOhio and from Phil

Maag, President and CEO of Metalink Technologies.

 

Please RSVP to James Kennedy at jkennedy@ccao.org and let him know if you will attend in

person or virtually and if you will be in attendance for lunch.

Governor DeWine signs County Omnibus Bill, will take effect in
April

On Wednesday, Governor DeWine signed House Bill 497 (Representatives Brian Stewart and

Roy Klopfenstein). The language in HB 497 will become effective 90 days after the Governor’s

signature, which places the bill's effective date on April 8, 2025.

 

A full list of the bill's provisions can be found in last week's Statehouse Report. Some of them

include:

Approval of plans for courthouse or jail projects

The bill adds a $75,000 threshold for boards of commissioners to approve courthouse or jail

renovation/repair projects without the approval of the clerk of the court of common pleas, the

sheriff, the probate judge, and the appointee of the judge of the court of common pleas. The board

of commissioners may seek the advice of these elected officials. If the project exceeds the

$75,000 threshold, the current approval process in R.C. 153.36 remains in effect.

 

Contracts submitted to the prosecuting attorney

The bill increases the dollar threshold for contracts the board of commissioners must submit to the

county prosecutor for approval to $20,000. This statute was last updated in 1953.

 

County contract terms and conditions

The bill makes certain terms and conditions unenforceable if they are included in county

contracts, including an indemnity clause, a requirement for binding arbitration, and the naming of

a court or venue for legal action outside of the county. The language is based on an existing law

that applies to state contracts.

 

Electronic notice requirements

The bill modifies notice requirements for county competitive bidding to allow publication in a

newspaper, a newspaper’s website, the state public notice website, or the county’s website and

social media account.

Children services caseworker educational requirements

The bill provides more flexible educational requirements upon hiring a children services

caseworker and gives a PCSA director the permissive authority to waive the requirement that an

employee in good standing obtain a job-related bachelor’s degree within five years of

employment.

 

CCAO will release a County Advisory Bulletin (CAB) on the bill prior to its effective date.

Additionally, the policy team will release CABs on other bills passed and enacted during the 135th

General Assembly Lame Duck Session.

 

If you have questions about HB 497, please contact the Policy Team at policy@ccao.org.

Tentative agenda released for New Member Training, register
today!

We look forward to seeing you at the Renaissance Columbus Downtown for New Member

Training on February 24-26, 2025!

The draft schedule for New Member Training is now available! You can register for the training

and reserve a room at the Renaissance Columbus Downtown on the event page.

Rooms must be reserved prior to February 3, 2025, to receive the reduced rate of $158 per night

(before tax).

Early Bird registration pricing ends February 8th.

If you have questions regarding the training, please contact Robin Garrett at rgarrett@ccao.org.

A Special Thanks to our Pinnacle Partner
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Attorney General issues opinion on scope of Marsy's Law and
civil cases

Near the end of December, Attorney General Dave Yost issued Attorney General Opinion 2024-

007, concerning a request from Lake County about the scope of Marsy's Law on civil cases.

Marsy's Law is the common name for Article I, Section 10a of the Ohio Constitution and R.C.

Chapter 2930. It covers victims' rights in the criminal justice process. The provisions of Marsy's

Law implicated in AGO 2024-007 pertain to victim information redaction.

The Lake County Prosecutor asked if a victim can request to have their information redacted for

any case maintained by the county clerk of courts that contains such information if the protection

only applies to criminal cases the victim is involved in, and if the clerk of courts is required to

automatically redact victim information from records related to a civil protection order prior to a

violation.

Attorney General Yost found both questions negative. The opinion states that Marsy's Law

protects the victim's information only in criminal or delinquent cases. It only applies to civil matters

if documents from criminal cases are used or sought in a civil case.

As for the second question, a clerk of courts is only required to redact records relating to a civil

protection order when it is violated. AGO does note that the requirement is triggered automatically

when a protection order is violated, so the victim does not need to file a specific request.

You can access the full opinion here.

Deadline to become an America 250-OH community, eligibility for
grant program both extended

The deadline for counties and other local governments to designate themselves as America 250-

Ohio Communities (AM 250-OH) has been extended to January 31. Currently, 78 counties are

America 250-OH communities. We would love to see that number increase to 88 by the end of the

month!

Becoming an AM 250-OH community also enables the entity to apply for grants through the

America 250-Ohio entity. The current grant cycle seeks projects under the categories of

"Storytelling" and "Education." 

Examples of "Storytelling" activities include heritage trees, recording veteran stories, and

spotlighting unique local history stories.

Examples of "Education" activities include efforts to educate students and the community on

founding documents, on the judiciary process, and through service-learning opportunities.

You can learn more about these grants here.

To Become an AM250-OH Community, follow these steps: 

Designate one individual as the primary contact for the application.

 
Apply to be an official AM 250-OH Community.

 
Upon approval of the application, use the AM 250-OH Communities resolution template

and present it to the appropriate approving authority for passage.

 
Pass, sign, and send a digital copy of the AM 250-OH Communities resolution to the AM

250-OH office.

 
Within 30 days of passing the resolution begin to form your committee – designate and

send the names of the individuals from the appropriate governmental office and the local

cultural, civic, or corporate partner who will serve as the AM 250-OH Community liaisons.

 
Begin to form your AM 250-OH committee – involve all types of organizations and begin

the planning process.

 
An AM 250-OH staff liaison will work with you and your committee to provide information

and resources to help you be successful.

The map below is as-of January 6.
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Visit the Grants and Funding Opportunities page on the CCAO website for a detailed listing of

open grant programs.

THURSDAY: OneOhio Foundation's Impact Academy to host
grant writing webinar

This Thursday, the OneOhio Impact Academy Webinar Series will host a free webinar on grant

writing, intended to help organizations identify and apply for grants.

The webinar will provide observations from OneOhio's 2024 Regional Grant Cycle, grant writing

best practices, and provide information about additional funding opportunities.

The intended audience is past and future OneOhio grant applicants and OneOhio stakeholders. 

You can register for the event and access recordings of previous webinars on the Impact

Academy's webpage.

AARP accepting applications for grant program to enhance
liveability for older residents

AARP has opened its 2025 Community Challenge, a "quick-action" grant program open to

nonprofit organizations and government entities. The program is intended to serve the needs of

people age 50+, with particular prioritization for projects that make permanent physical

improvements to the community, temporary demonstrations that can lead to long-term change,

and innovative pilot and service programs.

Applications close on March 5, and funded projects must be completed by December 15.

The program has three constituent grant opportunities:

Flagship Grants

Capped at $25,000, these grants are intended for projects that enhance public places, increase

transportation and mobility options, support housing options, enhance digital connections and

literacy, and community resilience. 

Capacity-Building Microgrants

Capped at $2,500 and paired with additional resources, these grants are intended for projects that

train people aged 50+ for disaster preparedness, enhance the safety, walkability, and bikeability of

communities, and support "lifelong homes."

Demonstration Grants

Capped at $25,000, these grants are intended for projects that enhance pedestrian safety, expand

internet access, reconnect communities divided by infrastructure, and increasing housing choice

for people aged 50+. 

Since the program was started in 2017, local governments in Ohio that have received funding

include the cities of Findlay, Lorain, Chillicothe, Cincinnati, and Cleveland Heights, multiple

villages, and other local governments including the Colerain Township Fire and EMS District, the

Cuyahoga County Metropolitan Housing Authority, and multiple county health departments.

WEBINAR: How Community Plans Create the Foundation for
Future Economic Development

Join the Ohio Economic Development Association, the Cuyahoga County Planning Commission,

and the Ohio Chapter of the American Planning Association on Wednesday, January 29th at

10:30am for an insightful dialogue "How Community Plans Create the Foundation for Future

Economic Development," where planning and economic development come together to explore a

shared vision for vibrant communities.

 

This is a free webinar that will highlight the benefits of having a plan to guide future development

in a community. Learn why today’s planners and economic development professionals are

working together to align priorities related to housing, zoning, land use, sustainability, safety, and

investments in their communities.

 

Whether you're a planner, economic developer, or community leader, this webinar will offer

practical insights into bridging disciplines and creating a unified framework to drive impactful

outcomes for your community. Don’t miss this opportunity to build stronger partnerships and

unlock your community’s potential!

 

The Webinar will discuss the basic components of Community Plans and feature two communities

that have used their plans to guide decision-making and attract investment opportunities in their

communities.
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Each week Counties Current highlights the happenings in our counties in the words of their local media.

One story from each of the CCAO's five districts is highlighted, and on occasion other stories may be

highlighted as well.

Northwest District
Commissioners award contracts for roundabouts, elect Sobecki board president

Toledo Blade, January 7, 2025

County officials approved spending nearly $2 million on a pair of new roundabouts and

elected Lisa A. Sobecki president of the Lucas County Board of Commissioners on Tuesday.

During their annual organizational meeting, commissioners approved contracts for the

construction of two roundabouts, one at Summit Street and Shoreland Avenue, and the other at

Frankfort and Crissey roads.

Mike Pniewski, county engineer, recommended approval of the $848,848 bid of Geddis Paving &

Excavating Inc., which submitted the lowest and best bid of five bids, to construct the roundabout

at Frankfort and Crissey. The bid was under the engineer’s estimate of $1,100,000.

Mr. Pniewski also recommended the $1,075,542.30 bid of Vernon Nagel Inc., the lowest and best

bid of five bids, to construct the roundabout at Summit and Shoreland. The bid was below the

engineer’s estimate of $1.3 million.

Northeast District
County commissioners appoint sheriff as dog warden for two years

Ashland Source, January 9, 2025

The Ashland County Sheriff’s Office was first appointed to enforce laws surrounding stray dogs

last July.

That appointment came after former dog warden Joe Eggerton resigned from the position last

May.

But the arrangement where the sheriff’s office served as de facto dog warden was only meant to

run through the end of 2024, according to previous Ashland Source reporting. Then,

commissioners would have to make a decision on the new structure’s permanence by voting on a

memorandum of understanding.

At the commissioners’ first meeting of 2025 Thursday, they unanimously approved that

memorandum of understanding with the sheriff.

The document officially charges the sheriff’s office with dog warden duties for the next two years.

Central District
Richland County officials seek $20 million in state funds for U.S. 30 broadband expansion

Richland Source, January 6, 2025

The local group pushing for a broadband internet expansion along U.S. 30 across Ohio plans to

seek $20 million for the project in the next state budget.

“The Route 30 project is still moving forward with the hope that it will be in the governor and

lieutenant governor’s budget,” Richland County Commissioner Tony Vero said.

“We have gathered the necessary letters of support and it is our plan to personally meet with the

lieutenant governor and the Ohio Director of Development Director (Lydia) Mihalik sometime in

January to formally request that (funding) for either all or a portion of the project be put in the

governor’s budget.”

Local leaders first publicly broached the subject during a Richland County Board of

Commissioners meeting in January 2024. They planned to seek information from providers

interested in constructing broadband infrastructure between Wooster and Lima, including

Richland, Ashland and Crawford counties.

Southwest District
Economic development progress highlighted in report to Highland County commissioners

HIghland County Press, January 10, 2025

Highland County Economic Development Director Julie Bolender provided a 2024 report on local

economic progress during Highland County commissioners’ Jan. 8 meeting.

As previously reported, Bolender was hired in 2021 to lead the economic development

department, working in conjunction with both the county and local municipalities, for the first time

since the county discontinued funding to the previous department in 2010. Since then, Bolender

has focused on both economic development as well as workforce development, including with the

opening of a new workforce development center in Greenfield in 2022.

Bolender’s report started in January 2024 and went through highlights of the past year for her

office and partnering organizations as well as sharing local business and industry

accomplishments.

Southeast District
Belmont County commissioners set $36M budget for 2025

Times Leader, January 10, 2025

The Belmont County Board of Commissioners appropriated $36 million for the 2025 general fund

on Wednesday.

“During the fiscal year ending December 31, 2025, the following sums are hereby set aside and

appropriated for the several purposes which expenditures are to be made for and during said

fiscal year, as follows that there be appropriated from the general fund $36 million …

,” Commission President J.P. Dutton said. “When we get to this point it’s pretty uneventful, at least

for us, not so much our staff trying to prepare the final documents. But this is really sort of the last

step in what’s really a months-long process of preparing a budget for the next year.”

He added that he wanted to remind the public that counties are an extension of the state, unlike

the federal government.

“It’s not like the federal government — there’s no deficit spending. We have to balance every

single year, so we can only spend what comes in and that’s what we do here,” Dutton said. “When

we talk about our budget, which is the general fund portion of the budget, we do not operate very

much on property tax as many would sometimes think. Sales tax is what drives county general

fund.”

He added that because sales tax fluctuates due to economic activity around the county, some

years the budget can fluctuate as well. He said 2024 sales tax receipts were lower than in some

previous years.
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JANUARY 16

CCAO Small County Affairs Meeting, Defiance County (and Virtual)

JANUARY 20

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

JANUARY 24

CCAO Board of Directors Meeting

JANUARY 31

CEBCO Board of Directors Meeting

FEBRUARY 7

CORSA Board of Directors Meeting
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