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MEMORANDUM
DATE: June 17, 2026
TO: County Commissioners, Executives, and Staff
FROM: State Public Defender Elizabeth Miller
RE: Indigent Defense Cost Projection Report

| am reaching out regarding the upcoming deadline of July 31, 2026, for each county to submit
their biannual indigent defense cost project report.

To better inform indigent defense funding, in the FY26-FY27 budget bill (House Bill 96),
lawmakers enacted Section 371.20. This provision requires each county, through its county
commission, to submit a biannual indigent defense cost projection report to the OPD by July
31, 2026. This report must contain data on the most current projected costs of the indigent
defense services in the county for the next two upcoming State Fiscal Years (FY 2027 and FY
2028 - July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2028).

After HB 96 was signed into law, the OPD advised stakeholders of this provision and our plan to
support and facilitate the submission of the reports (July 2025 memo). On January 29, 2026,
the OPD shared the electronic report, which may be filled out and submitted through this link.

The OPD respectfully requests each county commission to complete and submit the form at the
earliest opportunity, but not later than July 31, 2026. If you have any questions or need
technical assistance, please reach out to the OPD via email (outreach@opd.ohio.gov) or via
phone (614.466.5394). Thank you in advance for your assistance as we work together to support
Ohio’s indigent defense system.
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mailto:outreach@opd.ohio.gov

