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The Ohio 
Ethics Law



• Investigation

• Advice

• Education

• Financial Disclosure



Conflicts of Interest

Gifts

Public Contracts

Sales to Agencies

Nepotism

Post-Employment



Conflicts 

of Interest
ORC 102.03(D)



“Definite and Direct”

• Self

• Family

• Business Associates



Recuse – Abstain – Withdraw 

aka “Sit This One Out!”

• Voting

• Discussing

• Reviewing

• Recommending

• Inspecting

• Investigating

• Any other action!





Is a member of the Turnpike Commission  

prohibited from voting on a toll increase 

since he drives on the turnpike to work 

every day?



No!



You are the 
Academy!



And the nominees are:



And the 
“bad actor” 

award goes to…





Dishonorable 
mention…





Recuse!



Questions?



Gifts

ORC 102.03(E)
ORC 102.03(F)





“Improper”

• Doing business

• Seeking to do business

• Regulated by

• Interest in





Nominal  

“De Minimis”



Substantial





Is a vendor at a 
conference an 
improper source to 
you even if you 
wouldn’t be the 
decision-maker about 
public purchases?



Yes!





You are the 
Academy!



And the nominees are:



And the 
“bad actor” 

award goes to…



Bad 

Idea!



Dishonorable 
mention…





Substantial + Improper = Illegal! 



ORC 2921.43

Supplemental Compensation



Questions?



Public Contracts



Public Contracts
ORC 2921.42(A)(1) 

• Self

• Family

• Business associates





Can your 
spouse get 
the concrete 
contract with 
the agency 
you serve?



Maybe!



You are the 
Academy!



And the nominees are:



And the 
“bad actor” 

award goes to…





Public Contracts
ORC 2921.42(A)(1) 

• Self

• Family

• Business associates



Nepotism



“Family”

• Spouse

• Siblings

• Children/Step-children

• Grandchildren

• Parents/Step-parents

• Any other relative residing in 
your home



Public Contracts
ORC 2921.42(A)(1) 

• Self

• Family

• Business associates



Selling to Public Agencies
ORC 2921.42(A)(4)

Can’t sell goods or services to our 

own public entity





Can a police chief‘s 

private security system 

outfit the police 

department with 

security equipment if 

he isn’t the authorizing 

signatory?



No!



Questions?



The Revolving Door

(aka Post-Employment)   ORC 102.03(A)



• One year

• Representation

• Personal Participation





In Ohio, can 
you contact 
your former 
colleagues 
socially after 
your 
departure?



Yes!



Confidentiality

ORC 102.03(B)



Questions?



Ohio Ethics 
Commission

www.ethics.ohio.gov

And that’s a wrap!

http://www.ethics.ohio.gov/
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