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ABOUT US
Groundwork Ohio is a committed, nonpartisan public-
policy research and advocacy organization formed in 
2004 that champions high-quality early learning and 
healthy development strategies from the prenatal 
period to age 5, that lay a strong foundation for Ohio 
kids, families, and communities.

We advance quality early childhood systems in Ohio by 
engaging, educating, and mobilizing diverse 
stakeholders and strategic partners to promote data-
driven and evidence-based early childhood policies.  

GroundworkOhio.org





Our Policy Agenda Process

When it comes to how we determine 
policies to advance our mission, 
Groundwork deploys a robust and 
adaptable process to craft our policy 
agenda, uniquely unfolding every 
two years. This flexibility allows us to 
respond swiftly to challenges and 
seize opportunities. 



WHAT DOES OUR POLICY PROCESS LOOK LIKE IN 2024?







POLICY AGENDA 
OVERVIEW

Our Policy Agenda:

1. Increase eligibility for Publicly Funded Child Care (PFCC) to at least 200% of the federal poverty level and increase access to full-time public 
preschool slots comparable to fulltime PFCC subsidies to ensure young children are ready for kindergarten and working families are 
supported.

2. Improve payment practices that better support a child care program's ability to deliver quality learning, increase teacher pay by making 
progress towards paying the actual cost of quality care while not overburdening families. We recommend increasing PFCC rates to the 75th 
percentile of the 2024 Market Rate Survey for base rates as the next benchmark while maintaining tiered rates for providing higher levels of 
quality; paying programs based on enrollment of children versus attendance; and limit family copays to 7% of a family's income.

3. Invest in local infant mortality collaborative models in communities with high rates of infant mortality and racial disparities that require health 
systems, managed care plans, impacted communities, and Black moms to co-create and implement a plan of action to reduce infant and 
maternal mortality.

4. Expand access to evidence-based home visiting programs (ex. Nurse Family Partnership, Healthy Families America, Parents as Teachers) 
including scaling Family Connects statewide, utilizing Medicaid to leverage access and impact, to support the healthy development of Ohio's 
youngest and reduce child abuse and neglect.

Our FY 26-7 Policy Agenda reflects priorities that impact these domains:

1. Increase eligibility for PFCC to 200% FPL

2. Increase PFCC base rates, transition to payment based on enrollment, limit co-pays for families

3. Invest in local infant mortality collaborative models

4. Expand access to home visiting programs, including scaling Family Connects



SPOTLIGHT ON KEY POLICY 
PRIORITIES
Early Learning

1. Increase access to affordable, quality child care.

2. Support quality early learning experiences that prepare 
children for kindergarten.

3. Support effective early childhood educators to meet the 
growing needs of children.



THE MORNING MEETING
Thursdays at 9:30 am

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
• State policy-makers, local elected officials, business 

leaders, families, early childhood professionals, 
community leaders, maternal and young child health 
practitioners, and advocates to raise their voice for Ohio's 
young children!

WHY SHOULD I ATTEND?
• Access Ohio's policy-makers.
• Learn real-time updates about policy changes impacting 

Ohio families.
• Deepen relationships with other advocates. 
• Build the power of Ohio's early childhood movement.

Register at groundworkohio.org/events



ADVOCACY DAY

Save the Date

March 12, 2025





ENGAGEMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

Join the Movement

• Targeting Stakeholders 

• Business Leaders

• Women-Serving Organizations

• Local Elected Officials

• Partnership Development

• Measuring/Monitoring Engagement



SOCIAL
MEDIA

@GroundworkOhio

#GroundworkOhio




